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Christmas Eve/Day Yr A, 24-25/12/2010 
Isa 9:2-7 

Rev. Garth Wehrfritz-Hanson, Chaplain,  
The Good Samaritan Society’s South Ridge Village, 

Medicine Hat, Alberta 
 

“Christ is the Greatest Gift” 
 

(This sermon begins by showing the congregation a Christmas-

decorated gift bag or box containing a Nativity scene inside). 

Can anyone tell me what I have here? Right, it’s a Christmas present, 

a gift. Do you know what is inside of this Christmas bag/box? No. Do 

you think you would ever know what this Christmas gift is if you never 

opened it? No, not likely. Do you think that you would benefit from 

this Christmas gift in any way if you refused to open it? Again the 

answer is no.  

   Well, the same is true of the greatest Christmas gift. (Show them the 

Nativity scene). Christ is the greatest gift of Christmas. Yet multitudes 

turn away from Christ the greatest gift. Their hearts and minds are 

closed; their lives are filled with other gods and saviours. So many 

folks in our society just don’t seem to get the true message of 

Christmas—therefore they miss out on receiving Christ the greatest 

gift of Christmas. Oh yes, they do get the message about giving 

presents or gifts. However, the gifts they give and receive are most 

often material. Folks spend hundreds, even thousands of dollars on 

the latest technological gadgets, the most up-to-date fashion clothes 

or jewellery. You’ve even likely seen television reports where crowds 

become impatient and hysterical; waiting for stores to open so they 

can push and shove each other aggressively and be the first to grab 

this year’s trendiest item off the shelf before the person behind or in 

front or beside them beats them to it. Yes, folks in our society do know 

how to give gifts at Christmas and, of late, we hear increasingly of 

consumers who suffer from out-of-control spending at Christmas time. 



 2 

They max out their credit cards on gifts and then spend a half year or 

more paying for it all.  

   Such folks live under the illusion that whoever ends up with the 

most material gifts at Christmas wins and is the most popular person 

in the world. They may even be motivated to buy all of their gifts for 

others with the hope and conditional expectation that the more gifts 

they give to others; the more gifts they themselves shall receive. 

Problem is, others may not reciprocate. Or if they do, the gifts may be 

the last thing they were wanting. Even if they do get the material gifts 

that they wanted—how long are they content? That old nagging reality 

inside the soul is still there. The writer of Ecclesiastes said it well: 

“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” Jesus, too, said it best: “For what will 

it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life?” No, 

all the material gifts in the world are not going to guarantee that you 

can achieve the happiest Christmas ever. As a matter of fact, the 

opposite may be true. You may be irritable and resentful because of 

all the added stress of fighting your way through mad crowds and 

traffic gridlock. The recipients of your gifts may not have shown you 

as much appreciation as you had expected. And, maybe an argument 

broke out after your spouse or children told you that your gift missed 

the boat altogether. 

   Even though we live in a very materialistic-oriented society; 

nonetheless, I was heartened by two YouTube videos that were sent to 

me earlier this month. Some of you may have seen these videos too. In 

the first one, a lovely pipe organ accompanies the Philadelphia Opera 

Company in Macy’s store as they sing Handel’s Hallelujah chorus. In 

the second one, the Chorus Niagara in the Seaway Mall food court in 

Ontario surprise customers as they break out in singing Handel’s 

Hallelujah chorus. As I watched these videos, it was interesting to see 

the expressions on those surprised faces. There was a sense of awe 
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and wonder and appreciation for this beautiful music, which brings us 

to our Isaiah passage today.  

   Those of you who are music aficionados most likely know that Georg 

Friedrich Handel’s Messiah was inspired by Scripture. I cannot help 

but think of Handel’s Messiah when I read or hear the words read 

from our Isaiah text today. Since, as I said earlier, Christmas is about 

giving, and Christ is the greatest gift of Christmas; I want to focus on 

verse six of our Isaiah text: “For a child has been born for us, a son 

given to us.” Before we explore these words of Isaiah, we need a little 

background to this passage.  

   Most likely, according to several scholars today, this prophetic 

passage was proclaimed by Isaiah when Judah and King Ahaz were 

afraid of a military invasion on them by the Northern Kingdom Israel 

and Syria. In that threatening situation, Ahaz entertains the possibility 

of a military and political alliance with the then “evil Empire” and 

superpower, Assyria. It was a risky thing to cozy up to Assyria, since 

they might very well overthrow Ahaz and force the citizens of Judah 

into Assyrian slavery. So, Isaiah proclaims these words, counselling 

Ahaz not to form a political or military alliance with anyone. Rather, to 

trust in the Lord GOD. He shall send a child, and give Judah a son. 

Such a child, says Isaiah, shall have authority and be named: 

“Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.” Says Isaiah, such a One shall usher in “endless peace,” and 

“establish…justice and…righteousness from this time onward and 

forevermore.” Now most citizens of Judah and likely even Isaiah 

himself believed that this prophecy described King Hezekiah of Judah. 

However, most Christians down through the centuries and today 

believe that this is a Messianic prophecy, and that Isaiah is speaking 

of Jesus. 

   We as Christians would see Jesus described in the titles and saving 

work that Isaiah proclaims in this prophetic oracle. Jesus has lived up 
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to these titles of Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace—his birth, life, and saving work through his 

suffering, death and resurrection have assured us that our sins are 

forgiven, we are reconciled with God, and, one day, we shall live 

completely in his realm where perfect peace, justice and 

righteousness shall prevail because he shall destroy, once and for all, 

the old enemies of sin, death, and evil. That, in part, is what it means 

for us to celebrate those wonderful words from our Isaiah text: “For a 

child has been born for us, a son given to us.” The words are a 

reminder of Christ our greatest gift of Christmas. We claim the 

promise of those words “born for us,” and “a son given to us.” The 

words come to us as gospel, GOOD NEWS!  

   What a gift Jesus is for you, me and the whole world! Christ is unlike 

all other Christmas gifts or presents. All other Christmas gifts or 

presents are limited, temporal, and most likely conditional. On the 

other hand, Christ our greatest gift offers us his unlimited grace and 

forgiveness; his gift of love last forever; and he offers himself to us 

without conditions. Such a great gift works in us and through us; 

touching us in the depths of our being. In response we too are then 

able to give and be bearers of gifts. We do not have to give or worry 

about giving to meet certain conditions; we do not give out of fear of 

punishment if we fail to or by being coerced into it; we do not give to 

earn acceptance or gain brownie points or to save ourselves. No, 

because Christ accepts and loves us unconditionally; we in response 

are set free to give, love, and serve others unconditionally.  

   Pastor and author Richard Foster writes about genuine, joyous 

giving. “Giving with a glad and generous heart has a way of rooting 

out the tough old miser within us. Just the very act of letting go of 

money or some other treasure does something great within us.”1 Such 

genuine, joyous giving awakens us to the true message of Christmas 

and reminds us of God’s free, unconditional gift of Jesus to us. God 
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generosity toward us in Christ opens us up to new possibilities of 

being generous with others.   

   It was like a beautiful tale from a storybook. The young couple had 

found each other and began their marriage together full of hope and 

anticipation. It all seemed so perfect. They were happy, with good 

jobs, a nice home, and a loving relationship. In time, they celebrated 

the incredible joy of the birth of their first and only child. They were 

loving, caring, and devoted parents. Life seemed rich and complete. 

They were a family. 

   Then the unthinkable happened. The beautiful little baby who had 

filled their lives with so much joy died suddenly. Their lives turned 

from hope and joyful anticipation to numbing emptiness and pain. 

They were devastated and agonized over their loss and wondered 

what they could have done to prevent such a senseless tragedy. Life 

no longer seemed complete. Instead of the excitement of new 

beginnings they were consumed by endings, darkness instead of light, 

as they struggled to hold their fragile love together. 

   It all seemed hopeless until a simple knock on their door changed 

their lives forever. There at the door, stood a Native man holding a 

small baby. He reached forward, handing the child to the couple. 

“Here, this baby is for you,” he said and then he left. 

   I still feel my tears as I think about the young Native mother who 

gave her own baby to fill the lives of the grieving couple. Native 

people call it custom adoption. For me, it is much more. It is the 

ultimate gift of love. 

   Christmas is our celebration of God’s ultimate gift of love. God saw 

our pain, our devastation, our hopelessness, our brokenness, and our 

fragile love and he loved us so much that “…he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 

life.”  

   Jesus is God’s ultimate gift. “Here, this baby is for you.”2 
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   “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us.” Jesus, the 

greatest gift of Christmas—for you, for me, for everyone. Amen.   

 

1 Cited from: Clergy Talk, December 1998 (Sequim, WA), p. 11. 

2 Cited from: Lee Barry, “This Baby is For You,” in: Come Let Us 

Adore Him: LAMP 1995 Advent Devotions, p. 30.    


