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“Transfiguration moments” 
 

In 1976, by the invitation of the President of Mexico, Mother Teresa opened a home 

in a very poor section outside of Mexico City. The Sisters who visited in the homes of 

these very poor people were surprised when, despite their poverty, these 

impoverished people did not ask for clothes, medicine, or food. They only said, 

“Sisters, talk to us about God.”1 

   A transfiguration moment. 

   Then there is this beautiful story about the eighteenth century German sculptor 

Johann Heinrich von Dannaker. Dannaker is known for his carving of Greek 

goddesses, as well as one of John the Baptist. But his finest sculpture was one he did 

of Christ. 

   For two years he worked on this sculpture. When he felt he was finished he called 

to some children playing outside his studio and asked one of them to come in and 

evaluate his work. “Who is that?” he asked. 

   A little girl promptly replied, “A great man.” 

   Dannaker instantly knew his impression of Christ had failed. So he undertook the 

project again. For the next 6 years he toiled with his chisel to recreate the 

masterpiece. When he was finished, he tested his work again. He asked a little girl 

to identify the statue. “Who is this?” he asked her. 

   This time the child replied: “It’s Jesus.” 

   And thus, Dannaker declared his powerful work ready for the world. The sculptor 

later confessed to a friend that during those six years Christ revealed himself in a 

vision. Dannaker said he simply transferred his vision to the marble statue. He did a 

magnificent job. It was said by one who was familiar with his work that his portrayal 

of Christ’s face “was so tender and beautiful that strong men wept as they looked 

upon it.” 
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   Later, Napoleon Bonaparte asked Dannaker to make a statue of Venus, the Roman 

Goddess of love. Dannaker refused. “A person who has seen Christ,” he said, “can 

never again employ his gifts in carving a pagan goddess. My art is a consecrated 

work for my Saviour.”2 

   A transfiguration moment. 

   If I were to ask each one of you here today why you come to church, what answer 

would you give me? I expect there would be a variety of answers.  

   For some folks, it may be out of habit—a habit that began in your early childhood 

years and continues right up to this day. 

   For others, it may be because your spouse or parents have asked you to come, and 

you want to please them.  

   For others, it may be the place you come to meet and connect with your friends or 

regard other members of the congregation as your family— so you come to support, 

encourage and care for them and to feel that this is a place where you belong. 

   For others, it may be that you had a conversion experience, vision or dream similar 

to some of the biblical characters.  

   For others, it may be the place where you recharge your “spiritual batteries,” so 

that you are better able to cope with life in the world during the six other days of the 

week. 

   For others, it may be the delight you discover when you serve others and serve the 

LORD. 

   For yet others, it may be to honour the commandment, remember the Sabbath day 

to keep it holy; so you come to worship God; and perhaps to continue to keep 

growing and learning in your faith journey. 

   For still others, you may have several other reasons. 

   Whatever reason or reasons you come to church, have you ever been blessed with 

transfiguration moments; aha moments; moments of holiness; moments of encounter 

with your LORD?  

   Again I would expect a variety of answers to that question.  

   For some it might have been or is during the singing of the liturgy or hymns.  
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   For others, it might have been or is during the celebration of the sacraments of 

Holy Baptism and Holy Communion. 

   For others, it might have been or is while listening to the scripture readings and 

the sermon. 

   For yet others, it might have been or is while praying.  

   For still others, it might have been or is a variety of other things.  

   In today’s gospel, Jesus goes up a mountain with Peter, James and John. While 

praying on the mountaintop, he is transfigured—the light all around him and his 

clothing shine so brightly that the disciples could have appreciated sunglasses at 

about that moment. The light surprises the disciples; it also puts within them a sense 

of dread or fear because they realise the holiness of the moment. The light reveals 

something new to the disciples—preparing them for the future.  

   In the spur of the moment, Peter being the impulsive person who speaks before he 

thinks things through wants to freeze, prolong, and capture that moment in time by 

offering to build three booths or tents for Moses, Elijah and Jesus. If Peter were 

living today, most likely he’d be the first to grab his camera or iPhone to try and 

capture this transfiguration moment. I think we can identify with Peter a bit here 

too, can’t we? If we experience holy, transfiguration moments don’t we, like Peter, 

wish that they could last forever? For example, listening to beautiful music; or being 

engaged in a deep conversation; or being reunited with someone whom you haven’t 

seen in years all have the potential of being holy, transfiguration moments for us.  

   For Peter, James and John, the mountain top experience reaffirmed Jesus’ identity 

when the voice said: “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” For Jesus himself, it 

prepared him to face his future destiny of going up to Jerusalem to suffer and die on 

the cross there. For both Jesus and these three disciples, the transfiguration moment 

helped them to go back down the mountain to continue with the ministry God the 

Father had given them. As soon as Jesus and the three disciples came down the 

mountain, a man appeals to them for Jesus to heal his son who suffered from 

epilepsy. Jesus does heal him and in so doing, Luke tells us that there is a 

transfiguration moment for everyone who witnessed the healing, he says: “And all 

were astounded at the greatness of God.”  
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   So it is with us too. God gives you and me transfiguration moments; mountain top 

experiences; holy moments. We, like Peter, want those moments to last forever. 

However in this life they don’t. Rather, they serve to strengthen our faith and clarify 

our ministry. The mountain top experiences help us to face our sufferings and to get 

through them. The transfiguration moments take us down the mountain, outside the 

church doors, into the world to do ministry there—to bear witness to how God is 

working in us, with us, and through us to bring life, healing, hope and love into a 

very needy and hurting world today. For that, thanks be to God. Amen.          
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