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“All is ready, you are invited, come!”
Judgement. Today’s gospel seems to focus on judgement. This parable of
the wedding feast is certainly one of the most difficult and hardest
parables that Jesus ever told. To be honest, I don’t like this parable
because it has a lot of violence in it. Slaves are mistreated and then
murdered simply because they invited some guests to a king’s banquet
feast in honour of his son’s wedding. What senseless and downright evil
killing that is! However the violence doesn’t stop there. When the king
finds out that his slaves were mistreated and killed, he responds in like
manner, and sends in his army to kill those murderers and they burn
their city to the ground. The old saying is so true, violence solves
nothing, violence only breeds more violence.
I don’t like this parable. Then, when you think the judgement is over,
there’s more to come. A guy off the street who was invited to come to the
king’s banquet feast is wearing the wrong clothing. Now where is a
homeless, street-person going to get a wedding robe? Even the Salvation
Army is not likely to have such a robe. How could the king be so
judgemental and vengeful as to tie this poor guy up and throw him into
the outer darkness for not wearing a wedding robe when he likely has no
money to buy such a robe?! Even if he did, would he spend it on a
wedding robe? I don’t think so! Can you imagine a homeless, streetperson wearing a wedding robe? Not very practical to say the least! I don’t
like this parable. I don’t like it because of the violence in it, and I don’t
like it because it is a parable of judgement, and severe judgement at that!
Who likes to be judged? Not I, and I hazard to guess not any of you
either! This is a hard, difficult parable.
Moreover, down through the centuries, some Christians have misused
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and misinterpreted this parable to justify anti-Semitism, preaching hatred
against the Jews, which even led to Christians violently persecuting the
Jews. I do not for a minute believe that Jesus intended his followers to
hate the Jewish people or to persecute them with threats and even acts of
violence! NO! The community for which the Gospel of Matthew was
written was most likely a Jewish Christian community. It is not likely that
they or the Gospel writer would advocate hatred, persecution and
violence against their own people.
So, is there any Good News, is there any Gospel in this parable? The
answer is YES!
You might ask, ‘Where?’ Well, I think it’s when the king tells his slaves
to go out and invite everyone on the city streets to come to my banquet.
Actually, according to one scholar, the Aramaic for verse nine
communicates a very far-reaching invitation from the king, it can be
translated like this: “Go to the ends of the roads.”1 In other words, go
anywhere and everywhere and invite people to come. So the invitation is
very far-reaching. Moreover, according to some scholars, the wedding
robe might have actually been provided to the guests by the king when
they came. If so, then that guy who didn’t wear his wedding robe had no
excuse, since he would have been given one to wear.
The guy without the robe, some scholars suggest, may also symbolize
human beings who cannot accept God’s grace and the righteousness that
he gives us as a gift. So the guy without the robe would rather be saved
on basis of his own good works. Come judgement day he is silent, he has
nothing to say, since before the holiness of God, he, like all the rest of us
human beings are sinners and the only way into God’s heavenly banquet
feast is by putting on the robe of righteousness that God through the love
and grace of Jesus gives to each one of us as a gift.
God is a God of grace; he invites everyone into his kingdom, his realm.
He also supplies everyone with what is needed to come into his realm.
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That is the Good News, the Gospel in this parable. The grace of God is farreaching—in the parable both the good and the bad are welcome into
God’s banquet feast. The far-reaching grace of God in this parable is
consistent with the far-reaching grace in other parables of Jesus too—like
the father who welcomes his prodigal son home with open arms and
throws a big party for him, like the shepherd who searches for and finds
the lost sheep, and like the woman who sweeps her house until she finds
her lost coin. Today’s parable, and these other parables tell us whom God
is and what God is like—he is a loving God who offers his grace to
everyone. He gives everyone the opportunity time and time again to
accept his acceptance of us; to receive his grace and put on the robe of
righteousness thanks to what Jesus has done for each one of us.
God wants everyone to have his gift of grace; he wants everyone to
accept his invitation to his banquet feast; to celebrate joyfully with him
as even the worst sinners who most of us would write off as hopeless
cases, losers and bad people are welcomed by God and come to the
banquet feast sitting right next to us.
God says to each one of us: “All is ready, you are invited, come!” And
let us respond by putting on our wedding robes and saying, “Amen!”
1 Brian Simmons, Matthew: Our Loving King, The Passion Translation
(Racine, Wisconsin: Broadstreet Publishing Group, LLC, 2014, 2016), pp.
105-106.
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