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“The Light of all people”

When I read, study and preach on the Gospel of John, sometimes I feel a little bit like Charlie Brown

in a Peanuts comic strip in which he, Lucy, and Linus are looking up at the clouds and describing

what they see in the clouds.  Linus speaks first and says,  “I  see Beethoven composing a piano

sonata.” Lucy says, “I see Van Gogh painting his famous Starry Night painting.” She turns to Charlie

Brown and says, “What do you see, Charlie Brown?” He responds: “I was going to say I see a duck

and a pony, but I think I’ll just hush.” The Gospel of John is a very deep one, and even when we

think we find meaning and insight, there is always something more profound to discover. In today’s

gospel, one could preach any number of sermons on almost every single verse. Today I’m going to

focus on verses 3-5, and verse 9. These verses speak of Jesus as the light of all people, shining in

the darkness, and the true light, which enlightens everyone. Oh how we need this light!

   During 2021, there was a lot of darkness. You remember how climate change wreaked havoc in

several parts of the world. There were several examples of extreme weather—like the flooding in

British  Columbia,  and  the  tornados  in  six  of  the  United  States  last  month.  The  coronavirus

pandemic continued to take its toll  last year as well,  and now we are struggling with the latest

omicron variant. There have been several negative consequences of the pandemic, including: way

too much domestic violence, many small businesses having to close, and supply chains of goods

and services being disrupted, and our healthcare system in serious trouble, with people unable to

have much needed surgeries, overworked and stressed out and burnt out healthcare workers, and

the list  could go on.  Last year  Canadians also discovered and were shocked by the unmarked

graves of Indigenous people on or near residential school properties. A growing number of people

addicted to opioids also died last  year.  Internationally,  there seems to be a growing number of

tyrannical governments and dictatorships, like, for example, the Taliban now ruling Afghanistan.

Under their rule, it looks like women and girls are in store for a lot of darkness and suffering. Oh how

we need, oh how the world needs Jesus the Light to shine in all of this darkness! 
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   In fact, Jesus the Light still is shining in the darkness. Light is a symbol of hope in the darkest of

circumstances. Viktor Frankl, the father of Logo therapy, was interned by the Nazis for being a Jew.

In his book,  Man's Search For Meaning, Frankl tells how a distant light helped him through the

darkness of his incarceration. The camp in which he was held was cruel and ugly beyond belief. He

lived in a squalid dormitory. Nearby were the smokespewing crematoriums. And surrounding him

were other human beings living in the most wretched of conditions. The apparent hopelessness of

the situation took its toll on many, driving them to end their lives. But Frankl discovered that if you

have a purpose for life, you can endure.

      In the distance, there was a house surrounded by trees. Early in the morning on cold winter days,

the glow emitting from that farmhouse served as a beacon of hope. Frankl envisioned a normal

family gathered around the hearth. Deep in his heart he knew that the lights had not gone out in all

the world and one day the present darkness would be overcome.

   And that is Christ's promise to us. The present darkness will be overcome. Light has come into

our world. That light is Christ himself. 

   Jesus,  our gospel tells  us,  “is the light of  all  people,” and as “The true light,”  he “enlightens

everyone.” He helps us to see ourselves, others, and the world in a different way—even those who

have done some terrible things because of their darkness. Some of you may have read Stolen Life:

The Journey of A Cree Woman, by Yvonne Johnson and Rudy Wiebe. The book was difficult, and

contained graphic language. 

   Sentenced to life in prison for first degree murder, Yvonne was ready to roll over and die. Robbed

of her children—the only light of love in her life—locked behind bars, what was there to live for? Yet,

behind locked doors and barbed wire, the cycle of abuse, addiction and neglect stopped. For the

first time in her life, Yvonne had time and space to think, to pray, and to remember. She discovered

that her spirit, that core of her being, her soul which God created. That spirit was not completely

crushed. Yvonne was stunned to discover that she was not alone, that God had not abandoned her.

Somehow God heard her cry of desperation and would come to set her free. 

   Prison  became God’s  sanctuary  where faint  hope was rekindled,  confidence was cautiously

restored and where Yvonne took hold  of  her  life.  Yvonne started to  write  down her memories,
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however ugly and painful that process was. The writing became God’s vehicle of liberation. She

desired deeply to know that her personal pain, and the cultural pain of her native brothers and

sisters, was not in vain, and so she suffered the pain of remembering. In the writing God turned her

scars and oozing wounds into redemptive suffering, thus helping Yvonne to offer that suffering to

the world through her book. 

   Yvonne’s dignity as a child of God has been restored. Jesus the light has shone in her darkness.

Jesus the light has shone in your darkness and in my darkness. We cannot live without that light.

That is why we are here today. Hymn writer Charles Wesley could not live without that light, and so

in his hymn, “Hark! The herald angels sing,” (#270 Evangelical Lutheran Worship), he wrote these

wonderful words, echoing our passage from today’s gospel: “Light and life to all he brings.” 

   Pastor and Professor Eugene Peterson also picks up on this close connection of Jesus the light

who gives life, in his rendering of our passage in  The Message:  “Everything was created through

him; nothing—not one thing!--came into being without him. What came into existence was Life, and

the Life was Light to live by. Every person entering Life he brings into Light.” 

   If we observe plants, we know that they need light in order to live a healthy life. Jesus the Light

gives us Life with a capital L. Through his Light our Life has meaning and purpose. Light brings us a

Life filled with quality; mentally, physically, and spiritually. Thanks to the Light we can keep learning

new things throughout our lifetime. Thanks to the Light we can enjoy the beauty of God’s creation.

Thanks to the Light we can grow in our faith, live with hope for the future, and love God and our

neighbour. Thanks to the Light we can live in peace, the peace that is able to heal us, give us health

and wholeness. Thanks to the Light we are given a new beginning, with new opportunities each day

of our life. Thanks to the Light we don’t have to live in the darkness of depression, there is joy. Joy

that we celebrate today, here, in this place, as we sing, pray, read and listen to God’s word, and

partake of the Lord’s Supper. For that, thanks be to God!    
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