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“Baptism—Jesus’s and ours”

In 2014, Pastor Julianna and I travelled to the Holy Land, and we visited the place where, it is

believed, that Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River. The place was not very impressive—the

Jordan  River  was  narrow and shallow,  and  there  were  a  few palm trees.  Several  of  our

Canadian rivers are larger and more impressive than the Jordan River. In contrast to that,

back  in  2007,  we  travelled  to  Germany,  and  one  of  the  places  we  visited  was  Limburg

Cathedral, quite an impressive church, and it had a rather unique and impressive baptismal

font—it reminded us of a miniature space ship. 

   The place where Jesus was baptized was not that impressive; yet what happened at his

baptism  was  very  impressive  and  significant.  The  place  of  Limburg  Cathedral  and  its

baptismal font were quite impressive; yet sadly, not many people worship there. Many, if not

most of you were likely baptized here in this church; I too was baptized in a small village

church.  Many,  perhaps most  of  us,  were not baptized in  a large,  impressive cathedral  in

Edmonton or Ottawa. 

   Yet, like in the case of Jesus’s baptism what happened at your baptism and my baptism was

very impressive and significant. God made you and I members of God’s family. God was

present and active in Jesus’s  baptism as well  as in our baptisms. In Jesus’s baptism, God

opened heaven and the Holy Spirit came down in the bodily form of a dove—the symbol of

peace to affirm that Jesus, among other things, was the Prince of peace. God also spoke words

of affirmation to Jesus: “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” These

words spoken by God affirm Jesus’s identity, as well as his calling, his mission, his ministry.

The  words  “You  are  my  Son,  the  Beloved;”  are  from  Psalm  2:7,  which  describe  the

enthronement of the Messiah-King. The words “with you I am well pleased;” are based on

Isaiah  42:1,  and describe  God’s  Servant,  the  Messiah,  who,  in  Isaiah  53,  is  the  Suffering

Servant that we Christians believe describe Jesus’s suffering and death on the cross. So the

place where Jesus was baptized was not nearly as impressive or important as what happened

when he was baptized; how God was active and present in his baptism. 
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   When you and I where baptized; it was far more impressive and important what happened;

and that God was present and active in your and my baptism than where we were baptized.

When you and I were baptized God affirmed, named and claimed us as members of God’s

family.  The words of  our first  lesson from Isaiah 43 today are very appropriate:  “I  have

redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. You are precious in my sight, and

honoured, and I love you.” Of course the original context of this passage dates back to the

time when the people of Judah and Jerusalem were in Babylonian exile; and in that context

the words were likely understood as a message of hope that God would act to deliver his

people from exile;  and lead them back to the promised land.  Yet,  for us Christians,  these

words can indeed remind us of our baptismal identity, and God’s covenant with us, validated

through our baptism. We belong to God; we are redeemed; God values each one of us as

precious; God loves each one of us. 

   That, too, is the message of God’s words spoken to Jesus when he was baptized; in our

baptism, we become God’s beloved daughter, God’s beloved son; with whom God is well

pleased. In our baptism, God gave us a calling, a mission, and a ministry—just as he gave

Jesus his ministry, and just as Jesus began his public ministry after he was baptized. God the

Holy Spirit was with him in his ministry and God the Holy Spirit is with us in our ministry. 

   As you know, the Evangelical Lutheran Church In Canada has a motto and vision: “In

mission for others.” I think it might be more appropriate to say that we are “in God’s mission

through our baptism.” Our mission is an outgrowth of the mission of God. 

   At the Willingen Conference of the International Missionary Council in 1952 the idea of

missio Dei (mission of God) as the basis of our mission was articulated. Mission was clearly

understood as being derived from the very nature of God. It was thus put in the context of the

doctrine of the Trinity,  not of ecclesiology (the doctrine of  the church) or soteriology (the

doctrine of salvation). The classical doctrine of the missio Dei as God the Father sending the

Son, and God the Father and the Son sending the Spirit was expanded to include yet another

“movement”:  Father,  Son and Holy Spirit  sending the church into the world...Willingen’s

image of mission was mission as participating in the sending of God. Our mission has no life
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of its own: only in the hands of the sending God can it truly be called mission, not least since

the missionary initiative comes from God alone.1    

   That reminds me of a couple of things. Many churches print in their bulletins “Pastor” and

give his or her name, and then they print “Ministers” and then state “members of” the name

of the congregation. As laypeople, you are the priesthood of believers, God calls you in your

baptism to be ministers in the world. In one of the congregations that I served, there was a

plaque printed on the inside main door entrance, so that when everyone left they could read

it, it read: “Entrance into the mission field.” That was very appropriate baptismal theology; it

reminded God’s people of those words that are spoken when the baptismal candle is lit for

the person being baptized: “Let your light so shine shine before others that they may see your

good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 231) 

   When you were baptized, the Holy Spirit has dwelt with you and your body is the Holy

Spirit’s temple. The Holy Spirit gives you gifts and fruit so that you can respond to God’s

grace-filled  baptismal  covenant  by  being  ministers  out  in  the  world  and  participating  in

God’s mission. Each Sunday we pray in the Lord’s Prayer “Thy/Your kingdom come.” As

ministers, as the priesthood of believers you are called through your baptism to help God’s

kingdom come in your life and in the lives of those whom you meet during the week. Each

Sunday you come to worship, to hear and learn from God’s word, and to be equipped to go

out into the world and do ministry. 

   I heard a church expert say to a group of pastors, “Sit down and make a list of the ten most

important  things  that  your  congregation  has  done  in  the  last  year.  If  you  were  heavily

involved in all of those projects, then you are failing as a pastoral leader.”

   He went on to say that a pastor is the one who helps to give birth to the ministry of the laity,

not do that ministry for the laity.2  God willing, as you listen to and learn from God’s word,

the  Holy  Spirit  will  teach,  inspire  and  direct  you  in  your  day-to-day  ministry  as  the

priesthood of all believers. 

1 David J. Bosch, Transforming Mission (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1991), p. 390. 
2 Wm. H. Willimon, Pulpit Resource Vol. 26, No. 1, Year C January, February, March 1998 (Inver Grove Heights, MN: 
Logos Publications Inc.), p. 10. 
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   May you remember and give thanks to God for your baptism, through which God has

graced you with the Holy Spirit, loved you, made you members of his family, called you, and

continues to equip you to share in God’s mission. Amen!       
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