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“Ananias, the second-fiddle, ordinary disciple”

In today’s passage from Acts, we have the familiar story of Saul of Tarsus encountering Jesus

on the  road to  Damascus.  Saul  had gained the reputation of  becoming an archenemy of

Jesus’s disciples in Jerusalem, and now he was authorized to find and arrest Jesus’ followers

in Damascus. Notice how Luke introduces this story: “Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats

and  murder against the disciples of the Lord....” Did you hear that?  Threats and  murder—in

other words, Saul hated the disciples of Jesus, and the new faith that was emerging out of

Judaism. He wanted to do everything within his power and influence to stop it and put an

end to it. 

   However,  as  we  all  know,  after  his  Damascus  road  encounter  with  Jesus,  he  was

transformed  from  an  archenemy  of  Jesus  to  an  extremely  enthusiastic  follower  and

missionary of  Jesus.  The transformation from Jesus’s  enemy to his  follower was,  in  part,

possible because of another follower of Jesus. This follower of Jesus was what I refer to as the

second-fiddle, ordinary disciple. His name was Ananias. As you most likely know, the phrase

“second-fiddle,” often refers to people who are not front-and-centre, not in the spotlight, not

prominent. They are ordinary folks in the background, who often are not noticed or disappear

into obscurity. It is not always easy being a second-fiddle, ordinary disciple. Yet, in the eyes of

God, they have a special place and purpose in the larger scheme of God’s mission. Such is the

case for Ananias. 

   This Ananias only appears here in today’s passage from Acts, and later in Acts 22:12-16,

where the apostle Paul speaks well of him. So let’s have a closer look at Ananias in today’s

passage. 

   We learn that the Lord Jesus spoke to him in a vision. Notice that earlier when the Lord

speaks to Saul he says: “Saul, Saul...” The Lord calling the name to someone twice also occurs

for Jacob (Gen 46:2), Moses Exod 3:4), and Samuel (1 Sam 3:4). However that is not the case

for Ananias. The Lord only called his name once, and right away Ananias answered him:
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“Here I am, Lord.” This indicates that he was a good listener and speaks of his faith in the

Lord. 

   However, what the Lord tells him next, he probably did not want to hear! Jesus tells him to

go to Judas’s  house where Saul  of  Tarsus was staying.  Then he goes on to give Ananias

further details: that Saul was praying and had seen Ananias in a vision and Ananias would

come and lay his hands on Saul and heal him by restoring his sight. 

   Ananias responds with some reluctance, telling Jesus that he knew Saul had persecuted

Jesus’s followers in Jerusalem and now was looking for disciples in Damascus to arrest them.

Why should Ananias go to this enemy of Jesus’s followers? Could he really trust Saul? Maybe

Saul was trying to trap and arrest him. Maybe he would be captured and killed, like other

followers of Jesus. Could Ananias really take such a life-threatening risk? If you and I were in

Ananias’s sandals, would we take such a life-threatening risk? 

   As the vision continues, Jesus commands Ananias to go to Saul because Jesus had called

him to be a missionary for Jesus to preach the gospel to Gentiles, kings, and Jews. He also

would suffer for the sake of Jesus’s name. Ananias listened to Jesus and obeyed him. He

healed Saul of his blindness and baptized him. After that, the only other time we learn about

Ananias is from Paul in Acts 22:12-16, when he speaks about how Ananias had ministered to

him, which led to his sight being restored, and then being baptized by Ananias. 

   So Ananias is a faithful disciple of Jesus. He obeyed Jesus. He showed courage by willingly

taking the risk of going to Saul, the archenemy of Jesus’s disciples. 

   Courage is not the absence of fear; it is the overcoming of fear. Courage is looking fear in the

face  and  refusing  to  be  intimidated.  Courage  is  the  fire-fighter  rushing  into  a  burning

building...fully aware of the dangers they are facing but accepting the challenge to do what

duty calls on them to do for something they believe in. Courage is the young mother crippled

in an accident or diagnosed with a degenerative disease who continues to raise her children

and  tend  to  her  household  instead  of  dissolving  into  self-pity.  Viktor  Frankl  treated  his

patients who were paralyzed by fear by telling them, “Go out and do what you are afraid of.

Expect the worst to happen.” He would tell  the agoraphobics, people who have a fear of

being in public places, to get out of the house and go to the most crowded market they could

find. He would tell patients with a fear of heights to climb a ladder. When they did it and the
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worst did not happen, he would say to them, “There, that wasn’t so bad, was it?”1  That is

what the Lord told Ananias to do too, when he told him to go and minister to Saul. That is

what he tells us to do too, when we face difficult people and circumstances, and are tempted

to give in to our fears rather than be Jesus’s witnesses and minister to others. 

   A young businessman who went to a summer retreat got up and had this to say during the

“Hour of Sharing.” “Friends,” he said, “I have a confession to make. I’ve been cheating my

co-workers down at the office.” Most of those attending the retreat thought he was talking

about money at first, but he went on to say, “I have failed to tell them about Christ and what

he has done for me.”

   Further to being people of courage and willing to be Jesus’s witnesses, I recall the following

story of the Rev. Richard Wurmbrand, speaking about his suffering, he said: Westerners have

probably heard about brainwashing in the Korean and Vietnam Wars. I have passed through

brainwashing myself. It is the most horrible torture.

   We  had  to  sit  for  seventeen  hours  a  day—for  weeks,  months,  and  years—hearing:

Communism is good! Communism is good! Communism is good! Christianity is stupid! Christianity

is stupid! Christianity is stupid! Give up! Give up! Give up!

   Several Christians have asked [Pastor Wurmbrand] how [he] could resist brainwashing.

There is only one method of resistance to brainwashing: it is “heart washing.” If the heart is

cleansed by the love of Jesus Christ, and if the heart loves Him, one can resist all tortures. If

you love Christ as Mary did, who had Christ as a baby in her arms, if you love Jesus as a

bride loves her bridegroom, then you can resist such tortures.

   God will judge us not according to how much we endured, but how much we could love.

The Christians who suffered for their faith in prisons could love. [Pastor Wurmbrand was] a

witness that they could love God and human beings.

   The tortures and brutality continued without interruption. In the ensuing years, in several

different prisons, they broke four vertebrae in [Pastor Wurmbrand’s] back, and many other

bones. They carved [him] in a dozen places. They burned and cut eighteen holes in [his] body.

   When [his] family and [Pastor Wurmbrand] were ransomed out of Romania and brought to

Norway,  doctors  in  Oslo,  seeing  all  this  and  the  scars  in  [his]  lungs  from  tuberculosis,

1 Harold S. Kushner, Conquering Fear: Living Boldly in an Uncertain World (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, A Borzoi 
Book, 2009), p. 168. 
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declared that [his] being alive today [was] a pure miracle! According to their medical books,

[he] should have been dead for years. 

   Pastor Wurmbrand went on to state: I believe God performed this wonder so that you could

hear my voice cry out on behalf of the Underground Church in persecuted countries.2  

   May our risen Saviour grant us the courage, faith and obedience of Ananias to play second-

fiddle; and in our ordinary lives make a difference by being Jesus’s witnesses to others. Who

knows?  our  second fiddle,  ordinary  lives  might  lead  us  to  minister  to  someone  like  the

apostle Paul. You never know, and, never say never!         

2 Richard Wurmbrand, Tortured for Christ Bartlesville, OK: Living Sacrifice Book Co., The Voice of the Martyrs, Inc., 
1967 & 1998), pp. 38-39.  
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