
Easter Day Yr C, 17/04/2022
1 Cor 15:19-26

Pastor Garth Wehrfritz-Hanson

“The resurrected Jesus, hope, faith and a new beginning”

In the film, “As Good as it Gets,” Jack Nicholson plays the part of Melvin Udall. Udall was a wealthy

writer but a crotchety, unhappy man. He did not relate to his neighbors. He was afraid of the outside

world. He was superstitious and obsessive-compulsive. He would wash his hands excessively and

always took his own sterile utensils to the same restaurant. When he walked he avoided cracks in

the sidewalk. When he returned to his apartment he bolted his door with five locks.

   His neighbor, Simon, played by Greg Kinnear, is mugged and ends up in the hospital. Meanwhile,

Melvin was forced to take care of his dog.  This was the same dog that Melvin threw down the

laundry chute earlier in the film. Melvin begins to have a change of heart. At his favorite restaurant

he paid for the medical treatment of the son of the waitress, Carol Connelly, played by Ellen Hunt.

Eventually he falls in love with her. 

   One day as Melvin  left  his  apartment  he was shocked to  discover  that  he had left  his  door

unlocked. By some miracle he had overcome his fear of the outside world and had become loving

and generous, free of his obsessive-compulsive behavior.

   Just  as  Melvin  was  transformed,  we  too  can  be  transformed  through  the  power  of  the

resurrection.1 Thanks to the resurrection of Jesus, we do not have to live or die in fear.

   According to theologian, Karl Barth (Dogmatics in Outline): The Easter message tells us that our

enemies, sin, the curse, and death, are beaten. Ultimately they can no longer start mischief. They

still behave as though the game were not decided, the battle not fought; we must still reckon with

them, but fundamentally we must cease to fear them any more.

   That is, in part, what the apostle Paul is telling us in our 1 Corinthians passage today, when he

confidently states: “But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who

have died.” 

1 Keith Wagner, “Before there can be Resurrection there must be Death,” at: 
<https://www.sermonsuite.com/storyshare/there-can-be-resurrection-there-must-be-death>.
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   In his  Resurrection of Jesus,  Pinchas Lapide (pronounced PinSHAW La PEED), an Orthodox

Jewish rabbi and professor of New Testament studies, explains why he does not believe that Jesus

was the Messiah. Nonetheless, Lapide is convinced that God did raise Jesus from the dead. Why

would God resurrect Jesus? So that the essence of Judaism, Lapide contends, would be taken out

into the world by Jesus’ followers. Paul is a prime example of how Jesus’ resurrection led persons to

take the teachings of Jesus into foreign lands. But Jesus’ resurrection does more than motivate

evangelism.  In  Paul’s  letter  to  the  church  in  Corinth,  he  lifts  up  the  amazing  effect  of  Jesus’

resurrection upon the hope and faith of the individual believer facing his or her mortality.2 

   Paul, in our Corinthian passage compares and contrasts Adam and Jesus, death and resurrection.

He confidently  proclaims that  just  as:  “all  die  in  Adam,  so all  will  be made alive  in  Christ.”  By

describing Christ as “the first fruits of those who have died,” Paul is giving the Corinthian Christians

and us  a  sign of  hope.  First  fruits  are  a  reminder  that  new life  has  come.  God the  Creator  is

trustworthy.  Just  as  he  provides  for  our  physical  needs  through  new  crops  of  grain,  fruit  and

vegetables every year; so, too, says Paul he provides for our spiritual needs by reassuring us that he

raised Jesus from death and that is the spiritual first fruits sign; that reassures us that one day we

too shall be raised from the dead. Paul is certain of this because he himself encountered the risen

Jesus  while  travelling  to  Damascus—that  encounter  changed  his  life  from  being  an  enemy  of

Christians to being one of the most enthusiastic Christians in the early church. So, encountering the

resurrected Jesus was a new beginning for Paul. His faith in the risen Jesus made all the difference

in his life, motivating him to live out that faith by preaching the gospel to Jews and Gentiles alike

throughout the Mediterranean world. 

   Centuries later, another Christian theologian, Augustine, said: “Our whole faith is founded on the

resurrection of Christ. Greeks and Jews and others know about the death of Christ. But Christians

alone believe in his resurrection.” 

   So how can we, like the apostle Paul, Augustine and Karl Barth, and so many other Christians

down through the centuries be motivated to share the message of Christ’s resurrection by being

bearers of hope and messengers of faith? That reminds me of the following story.

2 Emphasis online, at: <www.sermonsuite.com>.
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   In the Orkney Islands off the cold shores of northeast Scotland there is one island more bare than

all others. It is called Lamb Holm. It was there that Italian prisoners of World War II were kept. They

left something behind: a tiny chapel. They built it with their own hands out of anything they could

find—scraps of wood, tin cans from the bully beef they got from rations. They built a church, why?

We could hazard a guess that, back home in normal times, they rarely went to the churches around

them. But now this tiny church became a sign—of God, and all that God in Christ came to mean.

[Faith.] Hope. Deliverance. A power above us, within us, greater than all others.3    

   Easter is a magnificent day! On Easter we celebrate Christ’s victory over the powers of evil, sin

and death through his resurrection.  Easter is a day to celebrate our hope and faith in the risen

Jesus. Easter is God’s power released which raised a dead Jesus after he had been in the grave for

three days. When you go into a cemetery, you may see the following words on gravestones: “Here

lies....” I have been to Jerusalem. I have visited Jesus’ tomb, it is empty, and you will read the words:

“He Is Not here. For He Is Risen.” I believe God raised Jesus from the dead, and I also believe the

resurrection power of God is still being released in the world today among you and me, and millions

of other Christians who are celebrating our Saviour’s resurrection today. He wants to resurrect us

from a life deadened by fear to a life enlivened by hope and faith. 

   So roll back the stone of any unbelief in your hearts and minds, believe that the tomb is empty,

and thrill to the resurrection power that is yours thanks to Jesus. Place your weak and trembling

hands into his and say: “I believe, help my unbelief.” As you hold his hands and he holds your hands

you will be given the hope and faith to joyfully proclaim: “I know that my Redeemer lives! Christ is

risen! He is risen indeed! Hallelujah!” The Best News of all, now go out and share it with your family,

friends, neighbours, and the whole world! 

3 Wm. J. Bausch, A World Of Stories for Preachers and Teachers and all who love stories that move and challenge 
(New London, CT: Twenty-Third Publications, Eighth Printing, 2007), p. 309. 
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