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“The heavenly Jerusalem, city of perfect peace”

Peace and the heavenly city of Jerusalem. In today’s gospel, Jesus gave his disciples

and us his peace, saying: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not

give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let

them be afraid.” Jesus’s peace, shalom, is what helped the disciples and what helps

us to overcome our troubled hearts and our fears. Jesus’s peace is what, one day, we

shall  all  experience  in  a  full  and  perfect  way  in  the  heavenly  city  of  Jerusalem,

according to the vision in our passage from Revelation. 

   The shalom, the peace that Jesus gives us is indeed a wonderful gift. It is not the

same kind of peace that the world gives. Why? Well, because worldly peace is, at

best,  imperfect,  fragile,  temporary,  and  conditional.  Worldly  peace  is  imperfect

because human beings are imperfect and sinful. It is fragile, because it is based on

treaties,  political  and  economic  agreements  that  often  fail  because  the  parties

involved in such treaties and political  and economic agreements fail  to trust one

another, become suspicious or fearful of one another, and that can and does lead to

hostility and, in worst-case scenarios, war. Or, as was the case with far too many

treaties made with our Indigenous peoples, the European settlers failed to honour

the  treaties.  Worldly  peace  is  temporary  because  human  beings  in  this  life  are

temporary, when one generation dies, the new generation may not prioritize worldly

peace agreements made by their predecessors.  Worldly peace is conditional, if you

do thus and so, then peace will prevail. However, in most cases the parties involved

do not live up to such peaceful conditions. So, there are all kinds of problems with

worldly peace.

   In contrast to worldly peace, the peace that Jesus gives us is a gift, rooted in his

unconditional love for us. His peace is perfect. It has the power to overcome our

troubled hearts and our fears. In contrast to worldly peace, where political leaders

can become corrupt and abuse their power and influence to oppress, bully and kill
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people, the peace of Jesus has the power to heal us, make us healthy and whole, live

in unity and harmony with others, and be reconciled with others. 

   That brings us to our passage from Revelation, wherein the writer, John, living in

exile on the island of Patmos, has a vision of the heavenly city of Jerusalem. This

heavenly city epitomizes God’s perfect peace. Perhaps one of the deepest longings of

human beings today is to live in such a city of perfect peace. According to Statistics

Canada, in 2021, 73.7% of Canadians live in large cities with a population of 100,000

or more. I know that some folks have the tendency to romanticize the country as the

perfect  place  to  live—however,  the  Bible  tells  us  that  our  ultimate  destiny,  our

ultimate perfect place is the heavenly city of Jerusalem. Even though our first human

ancestors began their life in the Garden of Eden, in the end, we shall all be in God’s

heavenly Jerusalem, the city of perfect peace. 

   So let’s take a closer look at John’s vision of God’s heavenly city of Jerusalem.

Notice that the city has no temple in it. According to John’s vision, the temple is the

Lord God the Almighty and Jesus the Lamb. In other words, there shall be no need of

church buildings, which, in our present state of being, often remind us of God and

God’s  presence.  In  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  God  will  be  perfectly  present.  The

holiness of God will be so wonderful.

   Then John tells us that there is no need of sun or moon, since God’s glory will be

the holy city’s light, and the Lamb will be its lamp. Light, of course, helps us to see

clearly. The perfect light of God will give us 20-20 spiritual vision. God’s light will

reveal to us the truth of all that we need to know. God’s light will enlighten us so

that all  falsehood and misunderstandings, all  prejudice and hatred will  no longer

exist. Every form of blindness shall be removed, thanks to God’s light and the lamp

of the Lamb. 

   Another reality of God’s holy city according to John’s vision is that the city’s twelve

gates—representing the 12 tribes of Israel—will never be shut. This may be a symbol

of God’s love for all of humankind. God’s deepest desire is that every human being

have access to God’s holy city—through the twelve gates, people can come from

every direction, every corner of the world. Every race, tribe and nation are welcome

to come to God’s holy city. This is a fulfillment of the prophecies in the Books of
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Isaiah and Jeremiah.  For  example,  in Isaiah 2:2,  “all  the nations shall  stream to”

Jerusalem. In Jeremiah 3:17, the prophet tells us: “At that time Jerusalem shall be

called the throne of the LORD, and all nations shall gather to it, to the presence of

the LORD in Jerusalem, and they shall no longer stubbornly follow their own evil will.”

   John’s vision of the holy city continues by stating that “nothing unclean will enter

it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood.” In other words there will no

longer be any evil or sin. Won’t that be wonderful! Think of it, perfect peace, perfect

shalom. There will be no more need for armies, air-forces, navies, weapons of war,

no more need for police or courts or prisons. We will live in perfect peace and our

holiness shall be perfected by God. 

   Inside the centre of the city John gives us the vision of “the river of the water of

life.” Water, of course is the symbol of life, we human beings cannot live without

water.  Water,  throughout salvation history is associated with life.  God parted the

waters of the sea and saved the Israelites in the exodus from Egyptian slavery. God

gave us the sacrament of baptism. God has claimed us as members of his family, his

church, and given us the Holy Spirit. In John 7:38-39, Jesus links rivers of living water

with the Holy Spirit. So, just as water gives us physical life, the river of the water of

life in God’s holy city shall give us abundant, eternal life.

   Inside the holy city John also has the vision of the tree of life. Back in Eden, Adam

and Eve fell from their perfect state of being by eating the forbidden fruit. In the

heavenly Jerusalem, God shall give us our perfect state of being, and the tree of life

shall provide twelve different kinds of fruit, symbolizing the twelve months of the

year. The leaves of the tree shall heal the nations. 

   Once healed and in the perfect holy state of being, John has the vision of God’s

people worshipping, being able to see God’s face, and God’s name shall be on their

foreheads as a sign of their perfect, heavenly identity. They shall share God’s reign

forever and ever because God will give them a complete, perfect holiness, which shall

make it possible for them to reign with God.  

   What a wonderful  vision this is of our future,  eternal  destiny! May this vision

continue to inspire each one of  you,  especially  in the darkest  and most difficult
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moments of your life-journey. May this vision help you to live in hope, joy and peace

—reminding you over and over again of your eternal destiny with the LORD.  
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