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“Honourable marriage, contentment, humility, doing good”

Today both our Hebrews passage and gospel complement one another. Both offer

people of faith practical, loving exhortations. They all help us to practice our faith

in loving ways. I will focus on four of them today, namely: hold marriage in honour,

do not love money—rather, be content with what you have, humble yourself, and do

good—share what you have. 

   First then, the writer of Hebrews lovingly exhorts us to: “Let marriage be held in

honour  by all,  and  let  the  marriage  bed  be  kept  undefiled;  for  God  will  judge

fornicators and adulterers.” 

   Pastor Carlyle Fielding Stewart tells the following story: The letter in the mail

from a  close friend read,  “Help. Been trying to  reach  you. Please  call.  If  ever  I

needed you, I need you now!”

   It was midnight. The voice on the other end of the phone cracked with despair.

“I’ve torn my family apart. I’ve killed a perfectly good marriage through infidelity

and I can’t go on,” he said. 

   For six hours [Pastor Fielding Stewart] stayed on the phone with [his] friend as he

poured out his lament and grief about his affair with a co-worker. “It all started

innocently. I could have put on the brakes. I have destroyed my wife’s confidence in

me. My two sons are heartbroken over the whole matter. Who can I turn to?”

   “Pray!” [the pastor] said. “Don’t give up. Taking your life would create more despair

for those you love. God has not given up on you, so don’t give up on yourself.”

   [Pastor Fielding Stewart has] seen [his] friend many times since. Both he and his

family are healing from their wounds. Nothing is worth throwing it all away and the

grace and mercy of God endures for those who need God most. While [the pastor’s]

friend and his family will be a long time in recovery, there is nothing that the love
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of God cannot do to redeem and restore us to wholeness after being torn apart by

our sins of indiscretion.1 

   The writer of Hebrews goes on to say: “Keep your lives free from the love of

money, and be content with what you have.”  That reminds me of this somewhat

humorous story: A mean and miserly man of great wealth, as he approached death,

decided to take his wealth with him. It did not bother him that it would mean that

his wife would be left virtually penniless. And so he turned all of his wealth into

cash, except for his house, which he needed for his plan to take his money with him.

Besides, he grudgingly admitted, he owed his wife of 65 years the house.

   And so he began to put his plan into motion. He bought a trunk large enough to

hold all his money, filled it with the cash, and placed it in the attic over his bed so

that, when he finally passed away, he could grab it on his way to heaven.

   After he passed away, his wife, suspecting that not even he would be able to take

anything with him, went up to the attic and, sure enough, found the trunk still full

of  all  her  deceased husband's  money. As  she sat  on the attic floor  running her

fingers through all that money, she thought to herself, "Maybe he should have put it

in the basement under his bed."2 

   Being content with what you have, of course, is counter-cultural. The advertising

industry tries its best to make us covet and buy, buy, and buy some more—giving us

the false impression that you will not be content unless you buy this, that or the

other thing ad infinitum.  However, often those who are very rich and have a lot of

material possessions are not happy and content. Our true happiness and joy and

security come from the LORD. 

   In today’s gospel, Jesus shows us another way of being content. It  is closely

related to humility. He gives an example of wedding banquet etiquette. He tells his

audience and us that one should not sit down at a place of honour, lest the host

1 Emphasis: A Preaching Journal for the Parish Pastor, Vol. 25, No. 3, September-October 1995 (Lima, OH: CSS 
Publishing Co.), p. 17. 
2 “The Love of Money,” at: <https://www.sermonsuite.com/storyshare/stranger>. 
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embarrass you and tell you to sit at a lower place because where you are sitting is

reserved for  someone more important than you. Rather, Jesus says, sit  in a less

important place, and then your host will invite you to a higher place. Jesus goes on

to say:  “For  all  who exalt  themselves  will  be  humbled, and those who humble

themselves will be exalted.” Jesus’s wisdom here is applicable even to this day. Both

Pastor  Julianna  and  myself  have  had  this  experience  on  different  occasions  at

wedding banquets over the years. We have been invited, without expecting it, to sit

at the front table of honour with the wedding party. 

   Jesus goes on to continue this theme of humility by emphasising whom to invite

when you give a great dinner or luncheon. Rather than inviting people whom you

know like family members, relatives, friends, or rich neighbours; invite instead the

poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. In Jesus’s day, that would be “a no no,”

since many faithful Jewish people avoided people like the poor, crippled, lame and

blind—judging  them  as  sinners  who  were  being  punished  because  of  their

disabilities. In our time, the equivalent might be inviting those who are regarded as

social outcasts by some in our society;  such as the refugees, the homeless, the

unemployed, those who belong to a racial or religious minority group.  People, like

Jesus said, who are unable to repay you or invite you for a meal in return. 

   This  brings  us  to  our  last,  practical,  loving exhortation in Hebrews, which is

related to being humble: “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,

for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.”

   Quinn Duane is a Sacramento, California, native who gained national attention

when she was left at the altar and decided to donate her wedding reception food to

the needy. Less than a week out from the 27-year-old’s wedding day at Sacramento's

Citizen Hotel, her fiancé got cold feet. Her family could have let the day pass, but

instead they contacted a Sacramento homeless shelter. They filled the reception

hall with the city's hungry, offering them a four-star meal. 
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   "When you have a ton of food what better way than to give it to those who need

it,” Duane said. According to the article, Duane says she doesn't see herself as a role

model or  particularly exemplary. Just  someone who chose to do the right thing

when she had the chance to do it.3  

   That reminds me of a time when our local ministerial association served a meal

for those in need, including the poor, homeless and unemployed. After the meal, I

sat  down at  a  table  and chatted with a gentleman whom I  had served. In the

conversation, he told me that he had been working for a company for many years.

However, with the downturn in the economy, they had to lay him off, and now he

was unemployed. He spoke with me about his situation for some time, and at the

end of the conversation, he thanked me for listening, telling me that several other

people  had refused to  listen  to  his  story,  and that  he  felt  unfairly judged  and

rejected by them. 

   May these practical, loving exhortations of: holding marriage in honour, not loving

money—rather, being content with what you have, humbling yourself, and doing

good—sharing what you have, inspire and encourage you in your  faith. For  you

never know, in lovingly practicing your faith in these ways, you may very well meet

Jesus!    

3 Emphasis online, at: <https://www.sermonsuite.com/emphasis-preaching-journal/sermon-illustrations-proper-17-
ordinary-time-22-2019>.
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