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“Trusting in what is not seen”

Today’s first lesson, Psalm and second lesson all complement each other in that

there is a common theme or thread running through them. So, because I see this

common theme or thread running through today’s readings; rather than focus on

one particular passage I’m going to briefly look at all three of them. Here we go. 

   The common theme or thread running through these three passages is faith.

Faith is described in them as trust in what is not seen, trust that God is in control

of our life and our future even, or more accurately, especially when we are unable to

see that future.  In our Genesis passage, old Abraham has grown a tad doubtful,

sceptical and perhaps even disappointed with God. He knows he’s running out of

time; God still hasn’t delivered on his promise to bless Abraham and Sarah with an

offspring-heir. So old Abe decides on “Plan B,” namely, to make Eliezer his slave

the heir. 

   At the last moment however, God visits Abraham in a vision or dream. Old Abe

reacts at first with fear. Fear that puts faith on the back burner. Fear that perhaps is

rooted in guilt or shame, for giving up on God, or losing patience with God, or

being a bit miffed with God, or maybe even expecting the worst from God.  

   However God’s words are full of comfort: “Do not be afraid.” Then Abraham is

reassured of God’s promises. In fact, not only will God give Abraham and Sarah

their own biological offspring and heir; God ups the ante and takes old Abe outside

to look at the stars. He tells him to count them, which of course he likely cannot

because they are so numerous. Then God tells Abraham that his descendants shall

be as numerous as the stars in the night sky. 

   I think we are, at times, like old Abraham and Sarah. We lose patience with God;

we come up with our “Plan Bs” and then God comes around to remind us that hey,
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I’m still there; I’m still working on “Plan A.” My greatest desire is to bless you like I

blessed your ancestors in the faith—Abraham and Sarah. You, like them, may not

live to see the day that I will complete my promise to you; that is precisely why I

want you to have faith; trust me, I know what I’m doing, I will fulfill “Plan A. I

especially want you to trust me to fulfil my promise even though you cannot see

the future.”

   Abraham does precisely that; he trusts in the LORD with his life and his future

and the  future  of  his  people. The LORD reckons;  the  LORD counts;  the  LORD

credits; the LORD is pleased with Abraham’s trust by regarding him as being in a

right relationship with him. The text also has the implication of the LORD living

up to  the  obligations  inherent  in  his  relationship  with  Abraham and Sarah by

virtue of the covenant he made with them. In other words, the LORD will keep and

fulfil his promise. A promise that seemed impossible to see or trust could happen—

namely, that  this  old couple well  beyond childbearing age, would be given the

ability to procreate, and a child would be born. 

   God works like that today too. The unseen, the impossible eventually happens, as

was the case in the following story. 

   Rose and Barry had been married for ten years. They had always wanted children,

but eventually exhausted all the possibilities the medical community had to offer.

Emotionally,  physically,  and  financially  exhausted, they  had  finally  decided  to

apply for adoption.

   Jennifer, four days old when they had received a call to bring her home, had

blessed their lives for three years now and their names were again at the top of the

prospective parent list as they waited to adopt a second child. But the call Rose had

just received from her doctor might change all that. She was pregnant! It wasn’t

possible! Even her doctor agreed it was extremely improbable. But he’d run the

tests twice, just to be sure before letting her know. 
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   Rose reached for the phone to call  Barry, then dialed her neighbour instead.

“Mary, you said you’d watch Jennifer when we got the call about our next child. I

know it’s short notice, but could you stay with her for a couple of hours while I go

down to Barry’s office?”

   “Oh! Yes, of course,” Mary agreed.

   “So, it’s here?”

   “Well, not exactly,” Rose answered.

   “I’ll explain later; I need to go down to Barry’s office right away.”

   “I’ll be right over,” Mary said.

   “Boy, oh boy, is she in for a surprise,” Rose chuckled. And as for Barry...1 

   Perhaps you too have heard similar stories about couples who were unable to

have children, suddenly the unbelievable happens, the couple are able to conceive,

and give birth to a child.  

   In today’s psalm, which is a psalm of trust, the psalmist emphasizes that people

of faith are not to trust in worldly security and power that is seen.  Nations, says

the psalmist do not find their ultimate security, their ultimate trust in military

weapons and power. Throughout history military powers have won victories only

to later be defeated by some other superior military power. However the answer is

not to base our ultimate security on such military power. Rather, the answer is to

place our ultimate security; our trust; our faith in God. 

   A faith-filled relationship with God, according to the psalmist, is our ultimate

security. The psalmist declares that: “Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help

and shield.” Therefore “we trust in his holy name.” Even though the psalmist and

the community of faith that the psalmist is a member of cannot see the future,

they trust that God is in control of their future. This comes through in the final

verse of the psalm, which is a prayer of trust in God: “Let your steadfast love, O

LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in you.”  
1 Emphasis: A Preaching Journal for the Parish Pastor Vol. 25, No. 2, July-August 1995 (Lima, OH: CSS Publishing 
Co.), pp. 45-46. 
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   In our reading from Hebrews, the author speaks of a “roll call” of our faithful

ancestors in this “ode to faith.” Abraham and Sarah are remembered by the writer

as encouraging examples of trusting in God to fulfil God’s promises even when

they seem to be impossible and cannot be seen. 

      At the core of the Hebrews passage is placing our ultimate trust in what God is

doing in the future to fulfil  God’s promises; trust in the unseen, eternal future

rather than in what is seen in the present and only temporary. Trust which also is

accompanied by a deep longing for our heavenly homeland in the city of God.

       So there you have it—faith is a matter of the heart precisely because faith gets

down to the heart of the matter. Faith helps us to ask hard questions of ourselves

like: What or whom do you value most in life? What or in whom do you place your

ultimate security? How does your faith direct the way you live your life? Do you

trust in God with your future, which you cannot see? May the LORD of all life be

with you as you answer those questions. 
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